OCEANIA REFEREEING AND MARKING 
(current as at January 2011).

ACCREDITATION

The Oceania Squash Federation is committed to improving the standard of refereeing and marking in the Oceania Region, by promoting a greater knowledge of the rules of squash and their application, for both Singles and Doubles.

Programmes to achieve greater knowledge of the rules, refereeing and marking are regularly implemented by the OSF Referees and Rules Committee.

ASSISTANCE TO OSF SMALLER COUNTRIES

OSF member countries have access to training material covering: education and training courses, including video rules presentation courses, printed material and DVD rules training and refereeing situations for both Singles and Doubles.  
At OSF Championship events, including the Oceania Championships, Pacific Games & Pacific Mini Games, rules examinations, practical assessments and formal accreditation of markers and referees are organised.

ACCREDITATION LEVELS 

The various levels of refereeing and marking accreditation within the Oceania Squash Federation’s region are outlined below in ascending order.

1. Marker. Oceania only: This accreditation is for Oceania countries outside of Australia and New Zealand. This is an introductory level to officiating to encourage candidates to progress to full Oceania refereeing accreditation. Candidates must pass 2 marking assessments on matches at any level during major OSF events.
2. Club Referee Oceania only: This is the introductory accreditation level in Oceania (outside of Australia and New Zealand). Candidates must pass marking and refereeing assessments on 2 matches, usually at their own standard of play, during major OSF events.

3. Club Referee Australia: This is the introductory accreditation level in Australia.  Candidates are required to know the general principles applying to officials in all sports, pass an exam on the rules and be assessed and passed whilst marking and refereeing squash matches, usually at their own standard of play.  Australian Club level meets the requirements for WSF Introductory level.

4. District Referee New Zealand: Anyone can become a District Referee by sitting the theory exam and passing some practical assessments. Accredited  to referee to men’s B1 level. NZ District level falls just below the WSF requirements for Introductory Referees.
5. National Referee Oceania: This is the highest level of accreditation for Oceania (outside of Australia and New Zealand). Candidates must pass marking and refereeing assessments on at least 3 matches between the top 20 male players participating at major OSF events.

6. State Referee Australia: A high level of knowledge is required on general principles for officials. Candidates must be assessed and passed at the second highest standard of play in their State.  State level falls between the WSF requirements for Introductory and National levels.

7. National Referee New Zealand: The highest level of accreditation for NZ Referees. Must have held a District Referee accreditation for at least 12 months. To remain on the active list, a Referee must attend at least one of the Squash NZ sanctioned tournaments each year. NZ National level accreditation falls just below the WSF National level and will be upgraded to meet the WSF standard by 2010.

8. National Referee Australia: This is the highest level of accreditation for Australian referees.  Candidates must first be State level referees for 12 months, have a very high knowledge of general principles for officials and, over a 3-year period have refereed 12 matches of national standard, including matches between the top 20 ranked men in Australia, and have passed 3 practical assessments on national standard matches, including on one match between the top 20 ranked Australian men.  National level accreditation meets, and exceeds, the requirements for WSF National level.

9. WSF Regional Referee Oceania: The activity and assessment standard requirements are to be achieved on regional level matches including matches between the top 30 ranked men in the region.  Oceania Regional level meets the requirements for WSF Regional level.

10. WSF International Referee: The activity requirement over a 3-year period is to referee at least 15 matches of international standard of which at least 10 must be men’s matches and 5 must be between PSA players ranked in the top 30.  At least 4 passing assessments must be achieved in this period, with at least 3 on men’s matches and at least two on matches between PSA players ranked in the top 30.
11. WSF World Referee: The highest refereeing accreditation available. Over a 3-year period the referee must referee at least 15 matches of international standard including at least 5 matches between PSA players ranked in the top 20. The assessment requirement includes at least 2 passing assessments on matches between players ranked in the top 20.
NOTE: From mid-2011, (10) and (11) will be combined as WSF Referee. This site will 
be updated when this has been completed.
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