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Report to Oceania Squash Federation (“OSF”)
The Year that Was
Sadly, in the last year, national squash found it a struggle to maintain or hold tournaments at the same level and standard players were accustomed to.  While the reasons are varied, much of the difficulty lay with a late start (through a delayed AGM due to lack of quorum issues) for the almost completely new look incoming 2009 committee.  These factors coupled with the spread of members across the country and the fast looming Pacific Mini Games 2009 (PMG), put a fair amount of pressure on national squash and much of the focus, almost out of necessity, went on PMG preparations and fundraising.   A Fiji Nationals was not held in 2009, although a Junior Nationals was, and this saw the participation of juniors from across the country.  No Open events were held.
While squash may have been quiet on the national front, at club level, particularly at Northern Club in the city of Lautoka and Nadi Sports Club in the Town of Nadi, the sport was kept alive through very active club calendars.  Squash was also witnessing the emergence of a fresh crop of juniors from these clubs as a result of seeds planted in the early part of 2008 which saw recruitment and training of juniors through development programmes at these clubs.  In more recent times, Suva clubs (VC Squash Club, Defence Club and Metro Fitness Squash Club) have organized themselves and established an impressive player base.  The junior squash scene has continued to grow and the focus on development has intensified in recent months with a Junior Campaign now being conducted in Suva with very successful results.  The most notable highlight in this period would have to have been the participation of 2 Northern Club juniors (Justin Ho and Marika Matanatabu) in both the Victoria Aged Competition and Victorian Open 2010, who by all accounts and personal results did their club and country very proud.
The Year Ahead
National squash is currently being administered by an Interim Committee determined to rejuvenate the sport at national level with ambitions to introduce a climate of foundational order and structure that will foster the overall development of the sport with the immediate aim of restoring the sport to what it once was and the ultimate aim of taking it to new levels.  
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Efforts are currently being made to secure the services of a professional (training and technical) that will help give expression to the development aspect of national’s plans.  Support to and empowering of clubs is seen as an important component of the process.
Events of significance aside from nationals events (Main, Juniors and Masters) would include the Fiji Junior Open in 2010 and 2011, Fiji Open in 2011 and, at club level, the “Squash N Fun” festival at Northern Club which it is hoped will see the beginnings of a long term partnership between that club and the Eden/Epsom and Royal Oak Squash Clubs in Auckland New Zealand.  The festival will see a group of at least 30 players travel to Fiji for a weeklong celebration of squash and is expected to include former world #1 Carol Owens. 
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