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1. 
PACIFIC GAMES GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.1
The rules and playing arrangements for the Squash Competition at the XIV Pacific Games (PG2011) to be held in Noumea, New Caledonia from 27 August to10 September, 2011 are set out in the following clauses.

1.2
These arrangements are determined by the Oceania Squash Federation (OSF) and endorsed, where appropriate, by the World Squash Federation (WSF). The arrangements are also consistent with the Pacific Games Council (PGC) Charter and Regulations of 14 May 2006 and 22 September 2008, where applicable, and the Memorandum of Understanding entered into between PGC and the OSF.

1.3
The inclusion of Squash as a competition sport at the PG2011 has been sanctioned by the WSF. 

1.4
Any conflict relating to these provisions, or provisions occurring during the course of the Squash competition, will be referred immediately to the International Official Representative (IR) for determination.

1.5
No competition play shall take place on Saturday 27th August (Opening Ceremony), Sunday 28th August, 2011, 4th September 2011) or on Saturday 10th September, 2011 (Closing Ceremony).

1.6
All athletes and officials will be responsible for their own insurance coverage.

1.7
Doubles Events will be included in the Squash Program for PG2011 on international size doubles courts 8420mm wide.
1.8
Any player under the age of 19 years as at 10th September 2011 must wear approved protective eyewear in all matches.  All players competing in the Doubles Competition must wear protective eyewear.

1.9 
Random drug testing of athletes will be conducted during PG2011 in accordance with the World Anti-Doping Association (WADA) provisions.  Players should also be aware of the revised WADA code effective from 1st January 2009.  All competitors in the Squash Program are responsible for checking the status of any medication they may be taking.  Any athlete testing positive to a prohibitive substance will be disqualified from PG2011 and subject to additional sanctions as determined by the national federation, OSF & WSF following notification to them.

The listing of prohibitive drugs is available via WADA or in the PG2011 Medical Services Manual.  Further information may be obtained from the OSF (website:www.oceaniasquash.org) and WSF. 

1.10
Any player under suspension by the WSF, OSF or a PGC Member country as at the 27th August 2011 is ineligible to compete in PG2011.

1.11
Only OSF member countries, excluding Australia and New Zealand are permitted to participate in the PG2011 Squash Competition. 
2.
SQUASH-SPECIFIC PROVISIONS

2.1
Team Managers shall provide a flag and tape or CD of the national anthem of their country to the Competition Manager prior to or at the first Technical Meeting.

2.2
The Dunlop Pro Squash double yellow dot ball will be used for all Squash events.

2.3
The results of the PG2011 Squash Competition will also be recognised by the OSF as the official results of the 10th Oceania Squash Championships, incorporating the 19th South Pacific Cup.  Trophies will be provided by the OSF.

2.4
All Singles matches will be played according to the current World Squash Singles Rules effective 1st November 2010.  

Matches shall be PAR scoring, best of five games. 

· Either player may score points.  The server, on winning a rally, scores a point and retains the service; the receiver, on winning a rally, scores a point and becomes the server.

· The player who scores 11 points first wins the game except that if the score reaches 10-all, the game continues until one player leads by two points.     

· Each time the score reaches 10-all, the Marker announces “10-all: a player must win by 2 points”.

· The score is recorded as (e.g.) 10-12, 11-2, 11-8, 3-11, 16-14.
2.5
All Doubles matches will be played according to the current World Squash Doubles Rules effective 1st November, 2010.

Matches shall be PAR scoring, best of 3 games.

Point-a-Rally (PARS) scoring to 11 points per game with “sudden death” at 10-all.  The first team to win 11 points, wins the game.

· Either team may score points.  The serving team, on winning a rally, scores a point and retains the service; the receiving team, on winning a rally, scores a point and becomes the serving team.

· The team that scores 11 points first wins the game.  At 10-all the game becomes “sudden death”.

· The score is recorded as (e.g.) 10-11, 11-2, 11-8.  

2.6
Players competing in each of the events shall mark and/or referee the next match unless otherwise determined by the Championship Referee (CR).  The CR may have the availability of accredited referees.  Referees travelling to Noumea will be required to travel to PG2011 at their own airfare expense.  Accommodation, meals and local transport will be provided by PG2011 for a limited number of official referees.  
2.7
Players should be ready to play at least 20 minutes prior to the scheduled commencement time of their match.     All Team members must be ready to play at the scheduled start time for the Tie.  If any player is not in attendance, all other players must move up the order and that (or those) match(es) will be forfeited with the score being recorded as 11-0, 11-0, 11-0.  Players arriving after the scheduled start time for the Tie cannot be reinstated in a team.  The Team Manager has the right to appeal to the IR.  Any player not ready to play at the time scheduled for a match in the Singles or Doubles Competition may be defaulted.
2.8
In accordance with PGC Regulations, at least 60 days prior to the commencement of the PG2011 a copy of the detailed entries for the Squash Competition shall be forwarded by each country/territory to the GOC.  (Refer to Protocols 7.10 to 7.17 of Part 3 of the PGC Charter.)

The entries shall include:

· Details of players entered in each competition event including reserve players, which should also cover withdrawals due to injury to players etc.;

· Details of all officials, including managers and coaches; and

· Playing profiles of each player, manager and coach, with a passport photograph for the official programme.

2.9
The names of those competitors finally entered for each competition event shall be confirmed at least 48 hours prior to the Official Opening of the Games, in accordance with Protocols 7.18 to 7.23 of Part 3 of the PGC Charter. The number of players to be nominated by each country at any point in time shall not exceed five (5) men and five (5) ladies.   NOTE:  This does not include reserve players in the initial nominations.
2.10
Team Managers shall also submit to the CD at least two (2) hours prior to the scheduled commencement of the first Technical Meeting:

· Final details in ranked order, based on current form, of their entries in each competition event; 
· Final details of all officials, including managers and coaches; and


· Their country’s latest national rankings list. 
2.11
Each country/territory shall be allocated practice times during the period of the Squash Competition.  Details of courts and times shall be prepared by the Tournament Committee and provided to Team Managers at the first Technical Meeting. 
2.12
A software product will be provided by Ligue Caledonienne De Squash and utilised to operate the competitions, including assistance with the draws etc.
3.
APPOINTED PERSONNEL 

3.1
The President and Executive Director of the OSF, Mr. Col Clapper is the appointed International Official Representative (IR) and Oceania Representative for Squash at the PG2011.
3.2
A representative of Ligue Caledonienne De Squash (Mr David Navarre) has been appointed Competition Manager.  The Championship Director (CD) is Mr. Alex Collenot and Mrs Carol Kawaljenko is the Assistant Championship Director. 

3.3
The Competition Manager represents Squash at PG2011 organising committee meetings and consults with the IR on a regular basis concerning all arrangements, including: facilities and player accommodation, travel, local transport, facilities, accreditation, budget, entries, schedule, presentations, media, equipment, seating, ticketing, publications, reports, work force, referees, committees, technology, accreditation, medical, policies and contingency.

3.4
The Competition Manager will consult with the CD and Championship Referee (CR) (Mrs Sandra Tinkler) as appropriate, on matters affecting the Squash Competition and with the IR, as appropriate.
3.5
The OSF Referees & Rules Committee, following consultation with the IR, will appoint the CR for PG2011 who shall be an “Oceania Referee” certified referee or equivalent.  Airfares, accommodation, meals and local transport will be provided by PG2011.


A second suitably qualified referee approved by the OSF Referees & Rules Committee shall also be appointed to officiate at the Games as Assistant CR.  Mr Karim Langer is appointed as the Assistant CR. PG2011 shall provide accommodation, meals and local transport.
3.6
A Tournament Committee comprising the CD (Convenor), CR and 2 members is to be formed prior to the First Technical Meeting.  The 2 members will be appointed following consultation between the IR and New Caledonia Squash.  The Tournament Committee will be responsible for the day-to-day administration of the Squash Competition. 

3.7
Venue Manager for the Squash facilities is Mr Michael Hoarau and the Assistant  Venue Manager is Ms Veronique Balazno.

4.
JURY OF APPEAL (JOA)
4.1
Any appeal connected with the Rules & Playing Arrangements for the Squash Competition or their application, or in relation to the conduct of the Squash Program  generally at PG2011, shall be lodged in writing to the IR.

4.2
Any appeal for an incident which happens during PG2011 must be lodged within two (2) hours of the incident.

4.3
Appeals will only be accepted from Team Managers, a member of the Tournament Committee, or an official referee.

4.4
The IR will form a Jury of Appeal (JOA) as soon as possible, comprising four (4) Team Managers and/or designated Officials to hear the appeal.

4.5
No member of the JOA shall have been involved in, or referred to, in the  appeal.

4.6
Should the IR be connected to the appeal, then the IR shall appoint the Competition Manager to assume all duties of the IR.

4.7
The JOA will consider the appeal within 3 hours of being formed, and if necessary, may call on information from team managers, coaches, players and/or officials in the course of their deliberations.  The IR shall attend all hearings as an observer.

4.8
The JOA shall submit its decision to the IR, who shall advise all parties of the outcome of the appeal.

4.9
Should the JOA not reach a majority decision in its deliberations, the IR shall have the casting vote.

4.10
The parties in appeal have the right of further appeal to a Disputes Committee under Article 28 of the PGC Charter, where it is considered the decision of the JOA is in conflict with the provisions of the PGC Charter.

5.
COMPETITION FORMAT

5.1
The Squash Competition format at PG2011 shall be:

· Teams Championship Event

· Singles Championship Event
· Doubles Championship Event
5.2
The following PG2011 Competition Medal Events shall be contested:

· Men’s Teams Competition

· Ladies Teams Competition 

· Men’s Singles Competition

· Ladies Singles Competition
· Men’s Doubles Competition

· Ladies Doubles Competition

· Mixed Doubles Competition
6.
ELIGIBILITY

6.1
Only players who are accredited with PG2011 are eligible to compete.

6.2
Only member countries/territories of the OSF who have met all their financial obligations with the OSF prior to the start of PG2011 are permitted to participate in PG2011. If an extension in time has been granted to a member country due to extenuating circumstances as agreed to by the President & Executive Director and one Officer of the OSF, all financial obligations must be settled, or resolved prior to the conclusion of the Teams Competition.

6.3
All Squash participants must be registered with the member country/territory Squash association they are representing.

6.4
To be eligible to compete in the PG2011, an athlete shall:

· Comply with all entry and contractual documentation;

· Not be currently under disqualification or suspension by the PGC, the WSF, OSF, the athlete’s National Association, or under the World Anti-Doping Code;

· Comply with the applicable rules of the Pacific Games Council Charter, and any addenda to the  Charter; 

· Comply with the provisions of the World Anti-Doping Code, effective at the time of the Games;
· Be a citizen of the country/territory the athlete is to represent at PG2011 and be able to demonstrate residency in that country/territory. For the purposes of this clause: “citizen” means the holder of a current valid and applicable passport of the country/territory the athlete represents; “residency” means that the athlete shall be a citizen of the country/territory the athlete represents and have resided for not less than five years (cumulatively, whether consecutively or not) at any time in that country/territory. The temporary absence of an athlete from the country/territory of their citizenship for purposes such as education and sports training, military service and health care and other legitimate absences of a like kind shall be considered as residency.

6.5
When requested, Team Managers must provide evidence of the eligibility of any of their players.  Any complaint regarding the eligibility of a player must be lodged by a Team Manager no later than one hour following the conclusion of the first Technical Meeting and will be considered by a JOA who will resolve the matter prior to the start of the Teams Competition. 
6.6
A playing member of a country/territory may also fulfil the role of Manager and/or Coach, provided their inclusion does not exceed the maximum number of players allowed to represent the country/territory.

7.
MEETINGS

7.1
Prior to the start of the Squash Competition a Technical Meeting will be convened by the GOC in consultation with the IR and all Managers and Coaches must attend the meeting, where details of competition arrangements concerning PG2011 generally and the Squash Competition in particular are reviewed.

7.2 
The first Technical Meeting will be held  on Saturday 27th August at 9.00 a.m. at a venue to be advised.  All Team Managers and Coaches must attend the meeting.
7.3 
Further Technical Meetings may be convened during the course of the Squash Competition - as deemed necessary by the CD in respect of competition playing arrangements, or by the IR or Competition Manager in respect of PG2011 generally.
8.
TEAMS COMPETITION 

8.1
The Teams Competition will commence on Monday 29th August 2011  and conclude on Friday 2nd September 2011.
8.2
The composition of players for the Teams events, in ranked order, and the names of Officials (e.g. Managers and Coaches) are to be confirmed with the CD at the commencement of the first Technical Meeting. 

8.3
Any Manager wishing to dispute the composition of another country’s players and/or ranked order must lodge an appeal in writing to the IR within one hour of the conclusion of the meeting.  
8.4
The maximum number of players to be nominated in a team for the Men’s and Ladies Teams competition events shall be five (5), comprising four (4) playing members, in ranked order, plus one (1) reserve.  The reserve player shall be placed in the number five (5) ranked position and the team must always maintain its ranked order.

8.5
The draw shall be based on the finishing order of teams from the Pacific Mini Games held in Rarotonga, Cook Islands in 2009, as follows:
Men’s Teams Competition 

Ladies Teams Competition



A. New Caledonia  


A. PNG



B. PNG



B. Samoa 


 


C. Samoa



C. New Caledonia

 


D. Cook Islands


D. Cook Islands 



E. Fiji




E. Fiji 


           F. Vanuatu



F. Bye 
8.6
The top two (2) placed teams will be drawn to play in the final round.

8.7
Where a country/territory does not enter a team, all teams ranked below that team will move up a position, and a bye will be inserted in the last position.

8.8
Where a country/territory withdraws a team after the close of entries and prior to the First Technical Meeting:

· If the team concerned is ranked in positions 1 or 2, rankings are adjusted as  per 8.7 above and a new draw prepared;

· If the team concerned is ranked lower than position 2, a bye is inserted in the draw in place of the affected position.

8.9
Where a team withdraws after the draw is finalised, or during the course of the competition, a walkover will be allocated to the opposition team in each scheduled match.

8.10
Unless changes are necessary under 8.7, 8.8  or 8.9 the draw is:

Day 1
29th August 2011

A v D, B v F, C v E

Day 2
30th August 2011

A v E, B v D, C v F
 
Day 3
31st August 2011

A v F, B v C, D v E

Day 4
1st September 2011
A v C, B v E, D v F

Day 5
2nd September 2011
A v B, C v D, E v F
 
Timeframes for ties on each day shall be as follows:




Morning Session - 10:00  to 13:00 hours




Afternoon Session - 14:00 to 17:00 hours




Evening Session - 18:00 to 21:00 hours 
8.11
At least two (2) hours prior to each tie, Team Managers shall lodge with the Tournament Control Centre the names of the players to compete in that tie.  Any change to the playing composition after this time must be advised as soon as possible to the Tournament Control Centre, together with reasons for the change.   Approval for any change is at the discretion of the Tournament Committee but will only be considered in the event of illness or injury to a player originally nominated.

8.12
No team shall be scheduled to play more than two (2) ties on the same day.

8.13
Each team will play every other team once in a Round Robin format.

8.14
Four matches shall constitute a tie.

8.15
Unless otherwise determined at the first Technical Meeting, the playing order shall be 2, 4, 1, 3. 

8.16
Unless otherwise determined by the CR, teams shall alternatively mark and referee matches.  The order of marking/refereeing will be 1,3,2,4.

8.17
Immediately following a tie, both the Marker and Referee and both Team Managers shall check to ensure the Result Sheet is completed correctly and signed before the result sheet is submitted to the Control Centre.
8.18
The allocation of points and determination of the winning teams shall be:

· Winner of each match receives one (1) point;

· Winner of the tie to receive two (2) additional points; in the event of a draw the additional two (2) points shall be shared equally between the two competing teams. 

8.19 
Each tie shall be decided on:

· Matches won;

· Games won when matches are even;

· Points won when matches and games are even. 


8.20
Where teams have an equal number of competition points, their order shall be determined by a count back in the following order:

· Winner of the tie between teams on equal competition point;  If still equal

· Highest positive differential on matches won and lost:  If still equal

· Highest positive differential on games won and lost;  If still equal

· Highest positive differential on points won and lost;  If still equal

· The teams will be given equal placing.

8.21
An undefeated team in all matches contested shall automatically be declared the winner of that competition and the abovementioned count back procedures will not apply.

8.22
PG2011 medals shall be presented as follows:

· Gold – Team finishing first  
· Silver – Team finishing second  
· Bronze – Team finishing third  

8.23
Oceania Championships Perpetual Trophies and Championship trophies will be presented by the OSF to placegetters in addition to PG2011 medallions.

9.
SINGLES COMPETITION 
9.1
The Singles Squash Competition will commence on Saturday 3rd September and conclude on Wednesday 7th September 2011..

9.2
The following events will be conducted in the Singles Championships:

· Men’s Singles Championship

· Ladies Singles Championship

· Men’s Singles Plate Championship 
(first match losers in the main championship event)

· Ladies Singles Plate Championship 
(first match losers in the main championship event)

· Men’s Special Plate Championship 
(second match losers in the main championship event  
· Ladies Special Plate Championship 
(second match losers in the main championship event 
· Men’s Classic Plate Championship 
(third match losers in the main championship event)

· Ladies Classic Plate Championship 
(third match losers in the main championship event)

· Men’s Consolation Plate Championship 
(first match losers in the Plate Championship event)

· Ladies Consolation Plate Championship 
(first match losers in the Plate Championship event).

9.3
Each event will be conducted on a traditional “knock-out” system.   In the Men’s and Ladies Special Plate, Classic Plate and Consolation Plate Championship events, a round-robin will be conducted where there are fewer than four (4) competitors in the draw. 
9.4
The draw for the Singles Competition will be made towards the conclusion of the PG2011 Squash Teams Competition.  
The time and venue will be determined at the First Technical Meeting.  The draw will be conducted by the Tournament Committee.
9.5
All players (including reserves) nominated to compete in the Teams Competition are eligible to compete in the Singles Competition, in addition to those players who are accepted as individual entrants in the original nominations and are accredited to participate in PG2011.  No other players shall be permitted to compete unless specifically approved by the IR.

9.6 
Team Managers shall provide a list of players in ranked order to the CD no later than 10:00 a.m. on Friday, 2nd September, 2011.    

9.7
Team Managers must notify the Tournament Committee of the withdrawal of any players from their country immediately the withdrawal is known.
9.8
The Tournament Committee shall provide each Team Manager with seeding lists for the Singles Competition in accordance with 9.12 no later than 12:00 noon. on Friday 2nd September 2011.    Seedings shall be based on performance of players in the Teams’ Competition and current ranking.  

9.9
Any appeal against the seedings must be lodged with the CD no later than 1:00 p.m. on Friday, 2nd September 2011.

9.10
The appeal will be considered by the Tournament Committee and the result of the appeal advised to Team Managers no later than 2:00 p.m. on Friday 2nd September 2011.  Should the appeal be upheld the seedings will be adjusted accordingly.  Team Managers shall not have the right of further appeal should the Tournament Committee dismiss the appeal.

9.11
The Tournament Committee shall produce the draws for the Singles Competition by 6:00 p.m. on Friday 2nd September 2011 and distribute a copy to Team Managers and Officials as soon as possible.

9.12
Eight (8) players shall be seeded by the Tournament Committee in each draw.  The list shall include a 9th and 10th seeded player to cover the possibility of the early withdrawal of a player seeded in the first 8.  The placement of the remaining players shall be done by a random draw top to bottom.  In the event of a player being drawn to play another player from the same country/territory in their first match, a redraw for that match shall take place.

9.13
Should more than 32 entries be received for an event, the Tournament Committee shall conduct qualifying matches to reduce the number of entries to 32.
9.14
PG2011 Medals in each championship event shall be awarded as follows:

· Gold Medal – Championship Winner

· Silver Medal – Championship Runner-Up

· Bronze Medal – Winner of play-off between losing semi finalists.

9.15
Oceania Championships Perpetual Trophies and Championship trophies will be presented by the OSF to placegetters in addition to PG2011 medallions.

9.16
Singles Competition matches shall not commence prior to 9:00 a.m. each day and conclude no later than 9:30 p.m.

10. DOUBLES COMPETITION

10.1 The Squash Doubles Competition will commence on Wednesday 7th September and conclude on Friday 9th September 2011.

10.2 The following events will be conducted:

· Men’s Doubles Championship

· Ladies Doubles Championship

· Mixed Doubles Championship

· Men’s Doubles Plate Championship

· Ladies Doubles Plate Championship

· Mixed Doubles Plate Championship

10.3 Each event will be conducted on a traditional “knock out” system, however, a “round-robin” will be conducted where there are fewer than four (4) teams competing in the draw.

10.4 The draw for the Doubles Competition will be made towards the conclusion of the Singles Competition.  The time and venue will be determined at the First Technical Meeting.  The draw will be conducted by the Tournament Committee.

10.5 All players (including reserves) nominated to compete in the Teams Competition are eligible to compete in the Doubles Competition, in addition to those players who are accepted as individual entrants in the original nominations and are accredited to participate in PG2011.  No other players shall be permitted to compete unless specifically approved by the IR.

10.6 Team Managers shall provide a list of the teams to compete in each event no later than 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday 6th September, 2011.  A country shall not be permitted to enter more than two (2) teams in any event.   Should it be necessary for a player to be replaced after this time, due to injury or illness, the Team Manager shall lodge with the TD details outlining the reasons for the replacement, of which acceptance shall be at the sole discretion of the Tournament Committee.  One member of the pair only may be replaced, and no change shall be made within one hour of the scheduled start time of the first match in the competition for that pair.

10.7 The Tournament Committee shall provide each Team Manager with seeding lists for the Doubles Competition no later than 12:00 noon on Tuesday 6th September 2011.  Seedings shall be based on the performance of players in both the Teams and Singles Competitions and other known performances in doubles events.

10.8 Any appeal against the seedings must be lodged with the CD no later than 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday 6th September 2011.

10.9 The appeal will be considered by the Tournament Committee and the result of the appeal advised to Team Managers no later than 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday 6th September 2011.  Should the appeal be upheld the seedings will be adjusted accordingly.  Team Managers shall not have the right of further appeal should the Tournament Committee dismiss the appeal.

10.10 The Tournament Committee shall produce the draws for the Doubles Competition by 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday 6th September 2011.

10.11 Four (4) teams shall be seeded by the Tournament Committee in each draw.  The list shall include a 5th and 6th seeded team to cover the possibility of the early withdrawal of a team seeded in the first 4.  The placement of the remaining teams shall be done by a random draw top to bottom.  In the event of a team being drawn to play another team from the same country/territory in their first match, a redraw for that match shall take place.

10.12 Should more than 8 entries be received for an event, the Tournament Committee shall conduct qualifying matches to reduce the number of entries to 8.

10.13 Qualifying matches will be played on Wednesday 7th September, Quarter Final matches on Thursday 8th September and Semi-Final and Final matches on 9th September.

10.14 PG2011 Medals in each championship event shall be awarded as follows:

· PG2011 Medals in each Championship Winner

· Silver Medal - Championship Runner Up
· Bronze Medal - Winner of play off between losing semi-finalists 
10.15 Oceania Championship Trophies will be presented by the OSF to placegetters - these being in addition to PG2011 medallions.

10.16 Doubles Competition matches shall not commence prior to 8:00 a.m. each day and conclude no later than 9:30 p.m.

11.

OSF PERPETUAL TROPHIES

11.1 The following Perpetual Trophies will be presented at the conclusion of the                                             competition:

· National Bank of Fiji Perpetual Trophy to the winner of the Ladies Teams Competition 

· Dwyers for Squash & Friendship Perpetual Trophy to the winner of the Men’s Teams Competition

· Oceania Federation Perpetual Trophy to the winner of the Ladies Singles Competition

· National Pacific Insurance Perpetual Trophy to the winner of the Men’s Singles Competition

· Phillip Cridge Memorial Trophy to the most improved player of the XIV Pacific Games Squash Competition

******************************************************************
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